
Activity Plan:  Field Trip 
 
Rationale: 
As part of this unit on trees, it would be ideal for the class to take a trip to see a real forest.  This is often not possible in schools 
due to their central location within a school district, often in an urban or suburban locality.  Thus, this unit is a natural opportunity 
for students to take a short field trip.  A trip of this sort would promote authentic learning in which students could see, feel, smell, 
and truly experience the concepts and ideas that they are learning in the classroom. 
 

Duration: 
The field trip would last one-half day. 
 

Activities: 
The field trip activities would depend largely upon the place being visited.  At a minimum, a nature hike in the woods to identify 
trees, forest layers, different stages of tree growth, kinds of trees, etc, could be conducted.  If proper permission was obtained, 
field samples from different kinds of trees (leaves, seeds, etc) could be collected.  Pictures could also be taken. 
 
If specialized personnel, such as a forester or park ranger were available, they could present detailed information about the 
forest beyond what the teacher knows. 
 

Placement within the unit: 
This field trip would be well placed before the forest conservation lesson.  This placement would be appropriate because 
students would have a developmental foundation of the different components of forests and trees.  The field trip would allow 
them to cement this knowledge with firsthand observations  
 

Follow-up:  
The conservation lesson could build upon observations and experiences seen on the field trip.  The writing project could 
synthesize both classroom knowledge and authentic learning from the field. 
 

Resources: 
Many forests and wooded areas are located nearby.  Some excellent places to visit in Berks county include: 

• Nolde Forest (specializing in environmental education) 

• French Creek State Park 

• Hawk Mountain Sanctuary 

• Blue Marsh 


