
Day Concepts Materials Activities 
1 • Introduce theme 

• Create learning tools to 
stimulate questions and 
document student 
progress. 

• Silverstein’s The 
Giving Tree 

• Chart paper 
• Long sheets of 

paper for student 
charts 

• Student learning 
logs 

• Shared reading of The Giving Tree 
• Discussion of the relationship between the tree 

and the main character in The Giving Tree 
• Each student states one thing they know about 

trees, written on chart paper 
• Review what a KWL chart is and how to use it 
• Create class KWL chart 
• Students create their own KWL charts 
• Explain learning logs. 
• Students write initial entry in log. 

2 • Purposes for reading • George’s One 
Day in the Woods 

• Learning logs 

• Minilesson on purposes for reading.  Main 
points are reading for pleasure, information; 
different kinds of books and how we might 
wish to read them. 

• Students give reasons for using different kinds 
of books. 

• Ask students to describe a trip to the woods or 
another natural area.  Ask if they have ever 
been curious about anything they’ve seen in the 
woods. 

• Introduce One Day in the Woods as an 
adventure to satisfy curiosity. 

• Students write the purpose for reading the book 
in their learning log. 

• Begin reading individually. 
3 • Prereading strategies. • George’s One 

Day in the Woods 
• Learning logs 

• Minilesson on prereading strategies.  Before 
reading, strategies can include asking questions 
about the book, thinking about what you 
already know, looking at the cover, title page, 
pictures, captions, and table of contents to 
generate questions and interest.  Also think 
about purpose for reading. 

• Do a think aloud of prereading strategy with 
students for One Day in the Woods. 

• Students create a list of questions from their 
KWL chart and from the think aloud for One 
Day in the Woods in their learning log. 

• Continue reading One Day in the Woods. 
4 • Figurative language • George’s One 

Day in the Woods 
• List of figurative 

language 
examples 

• Construction 
paper 

• Colored pencils, 
crayons, etc. 

• Minilesson on similes and metaphors.  Begin 
with some provocative examples written on the 
board and ask students to react.  Explain that 
similes use like or as and metaphors are a direct 
statement. 

• Students search text read so far to identify 
examples of figurative language.  Students 
identify each as a simile or metaphor.  Write in 
learning log. 

• Students choose a figure of speech and 
ill ustrate.  Students identify as a simile or 
metaphor and explain why. 

• Continue reading One Day in the Woods. 
5 • Paragraph concepts 

• Forest theme content 
• George’s One 

Day in the Woods 
• Minilesson on paragraphs.  Include topic 

sentence, indentation, supporting sentences, 
concluding sentence, cohesion of ideas. 



• Why Do Leaves 
Change Color. 

concluding sentence, cohesion of ideas. 
• Shared reading of Why Do Leaves Change 

Color. 
• Point out excellent paragraphs in text and 

explain why they are well written. 
• Worksheet on paragraph analysis. 
• Finish reading One Day in the Woods. 

6 • Integrate purpose and 
prereading strategies, 
paragraph concepts for 
nonfiction books. 

• Forest theme content 

• The Amazing 
Rainforest 

• Review purpose for reading and prereading 
strategies with a focus on nonfiction. 

• Give students a purpose for reading by asking 
them to note how forests affect people in their 
learning log. 

• Students also pick out a well written paragraph 
in text and write why it is well written in their 
learning log. 

• Individual reading of  The Amazing Rainforest. 
7 • Figurative language 

• Forest theme content 
• Be a Friend to 

Trees 
• Review similes and metaphors. 
• Students apply prereading strategies to Be a 

Friend to Trees in a group before reading. 
• Students read the book silently in the group. 
• Within the group, students list why trees are 

important to us. 
• Students use their list and their creativity to 

write similes and metaphors comparing trees 
and friends. 
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