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Preliminary Planning 
Pre-Assessment: KWL 
Objectives: Students will read The Greak Kapok tree and choose to agree or disagree with the main character’s 

decision. 
Students will gather and organize details from multiple sources to defend a standpoint. 
Students will begin the prewriting step of process writing. 

Individual Modifications: Jonathan and Katy will be strategically positioned during learning activities to accommodate their 
special needs.  Katy will receive large print copies of learning materials. 

Materials: Lynne Cherry’s The Great Kapok Tree 
Learning logs 
Copies of all books read in class in this unit 
A selection of other resource books about trees from library 

Content Standards: 1.1.5 A, 1.1.5 D, 1.4.5 B, 1.5.5 B 

Learning Sequence 

Learning Activity (what) Procedure (how) Time 

Introduction/Motivation (Anticipatory Set, Focus Attention, Give Objectives, Goal Structure) 
Ask students if they have ever had to 
make a difficult decision. 

Allow students to share responses.  Give a personal example if appropriate. 5 

Learning Activities (Input, Modeling, Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Indep. Practice) 

Introduce The Greak Kapok Tree. 
 
Distribute writing assignment rubric. 
 
Prereading 
 
 
 
 
Silent reading 
 
Response 
 
 
 
 
Prewriting 

Explain that the main character in the book is faced with a difficult decision. 
 
Explain rubric and requirements. 
 
Explain that their goal will be to agree or disagree with the decision of the 
main character.  Ask students to take some time to apply their prereading 
strategies to the text knowing that they have to complete the assignment 
using the book. 
 
Students read The Greak Kapok Tree silently. 
 
Ask for student responses about the book.  Ask how they would feel if they 
were the tree, the animals, and the logger.  Ask if they think the decision 
was easy to make.  Tell students to put themselves in the place of the 
logger and consider what kind of decision they would make. 
 
Students will prewrite about The Great Kapok Tree in their learning logs.  
Students should either agree or disagree with the logger.  They should write 
down evidence from class discussions, readings, and any other classroom 
resources they wish to use.  Students may consult books and talk quietly 
with other students. 
 

5 
 
5 
 
10 
 
 
 
 
20 
 
10 
 
 
 
 
30 

Closure (Review, Check for Understanding, Future Forecast, Transition) 

Ask  students what step comes next in 
the writing process. 

Tell students that we will continue on to this step tomorrow. 5 

Post-Instructional Planning 

How will I evaluate student’s performance? (Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Independent Practice): 
Did students generate appropriate prewriting responses?  Were students able to formulate ideas for their writing?  Were students 
able to put themselves in the place of the logger to become involved with text? 
 


