
NOTE:  This lesson will span 2 days.  Drafting is intended to take more than one day to complete. 
 
Student Teacher: Stephen Dibler Grade: 4 No. of Students: 25 Time: 2 days x 75 min 
Subject: Lang. Arts Supervisor’s Signature:  Date:  
 
Preliminary Planning 
Pre-Assessment: KWL 
Objectives: Students will commit themselves to a standpoint for their composition after completing prewriting. 

Students will begin drafting their composition using paragraphs with topic sentences and details from 
unit content. 

Individual Modifications: Jonathan and Katy will be strategically positioned during learning activities to accommodate their 
special needs.  Katy will receive large print copies of learning materials. 

Materials: Lynne Cherry’s The Great Kapok Tree 
Learning logs 
Copies of all books read in class in this unit 
A selection of other resource books about trees from library 

Content Standards: 1.1.5 A, 1.1.5 D, 1.4.5 B, 1.5.5 B 

Learning Sequence 

Learning Activity (what) Procedure (how) Time 

Introduction/Motivation (Anticipatory Set, Focus Attention, Give Objectives, Goal Structure) 
Review assignment goals and issues 
from The Greak Kapok Tree 

Review requirements on rubric.  Tell students what they should accomplish 
within this class period.  Briefly review The Great Kapok Tree to refresh 
student’s memories. 

5 

Learning Activities (Input, Modeling, Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Indep. Practice) 

Students complete prewriting. 
 
 
Students select a standpoint for their 
composition based on their prewriting 
and conference with the teacher. 
 
 
Students begin drafting their 
composition. 

Students finish gathering details and reacting to the decisions made in the 
story.   
 
Students choose the strongest standpoint for their paper using the details as 
a defense.  Students briefly share their decision and details with the teacher.  
Teacher may ask students to find more details before drafting or refine their 
thoughts a bit more to ensure success. 
 
Students begin writing their compositions.  Teacher facilitates. 

10 
 
 
10 
 
 
 
 
35 

Closure (Review, Check for Understanding, Future Forecast, Transition) 

Ask students to find a good place to 
stop writing.   
 
Ask students to share any problems 
they’ve been having.   
 
Tell students we’ll continue drafting 
tomorrow. 

 
 
 
The rest of the class acts as a community of writers and offers suggestions.  
If no one volunteers, model an appropriate question and ask class to 
respond. 

5 
 
 
10 
 
 
1 

Post-Instructional Planning 

How will I evaluate student’s performance? (Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Independent Practice): 
Were students able to create a rough draft with guidance?  Were students able to communicate their difficulties and help 
classmates solve problems?  Were students able to organize their thoughts to create an argument?  Did students use ideas from 
class content? 
 


