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Preliminary Planning 
Pre-Assessment: KWL 
Objectives: Students will identify examples of figurative language in text. 

Students will illustrate a figure of speech and identify it as a simile or metaphor. 
Individual Modifications: Positioning for Jonathan and Katy, large print copy of One Day in the Woods for Katy.   
Materials: Jean Craighead George’s One Day in the Woods 

Learning logs 
Content Standards:   1.3.5 C 

Learning Sequence 

Learning Activity (what) Procedure (how) Time 

Introduction/Motivation (Anticipatory Set, Focus Attention, Give Objectives, Goal Structure) 
Compare a bland writing sample with a 
vivid writing sample 

Ask for volunteers to read each sample aloud.  Ask students for opinions on 
which writing sample is more interesting to read.  Ask students if the 
samples communicated the same idea.  Ask them to compare the samples, 
what made one better than the other? 

7 

Learning Activities (Input, Modeling, Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Indep. Practice) 

Minilesson on similes and metaphors. 
 
 
 
 
 
Simile/metaphor examples 
 
 
Students search text for figurative 
language. 
 
 
 
 
Students create an illustration using a 
simile or metaphor. 
 
 
Students share their sentences and 
illustrations 
 
Students continue reading One Day in 
the Woods. 

Using some excellent examples of similes and metaphors, explain how an 
author uses figurative language to make writing come alive, as well as make 
provocative comparisons and statements.  Figurative language is creative 
and makes writing interesting.  Explain that similes compare using like or as, 
and metaphors make a direct comparison using a linking verb. 
 
Read several examples of similes and metaphors.  Ask students to identify 
each and explain how they arrived at their conclusion. 
 
Students skim through the text of One Day in the Woods that they have read 
so far and pick out examples of figurative language.  Students write the 
figurative statement in their learning logs, identify it as a simile or metaphor, 
and describe their reaction to the language.  Was the figurative language 
effective?  Did it enhance or detract from the meaning of the text? 
 
Students use a large sheet of paper and write a sentence using a simile or 
metaphor.  Students illustrate the meaning of their sentence on the rest of 
the page. 
 
Students read their sentence, identify it as a simile or metaphor and tell why, 
and explain their illustration. 
 
Ask students to look  figurative language as they read.  Warn students that 
this is their second to last day to finish reading. 
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Closure (Review, Check for Understanding, Future Forecast, Transition) 

Ask students to find a good spot to stop 
reading and mark their place. 
 
Review two kinds of figurative language. 
 
Tell students about next lesson. 

 
 
 
Students give examples of similes and metaphors. 
 
Tell students that we will conclude with One Day in the Woods in the next 
lesson. 
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5 
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Post-Instructional Planning 

How will I evaluate student’s performance? (Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Independent Practice): 
Student ability to point out figurative language in text, student sentences and illustrations, differentiation between simile and 
metaphor 



 


