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Preliminary Planning 
Pre-Assessment: KWL 
Objectives: Students will identify the characteristics of a good paragraph. 

Students will apply a purpose strategy before reading a text. 
Students will select and defend a paragraph that demonstrates these characteristics from text. 
Students will complete a learning center on paragraph analysis. 

Individual Modifications: Jonathan and Katy will be strategically positioned during learning activities to accommodate their 
special needs.  Katy will receive large print copies of learning materials. 

Materials: Jean Craighead George’s One Day in the Woods 
Betsy Maestro’s Why Do Leaves Change Color 
Small puzzles to use in small groups 
Learning logs 
KWL charts 

Content Standards: 1.1.5 A, 1.3.5 F, 1.5.5 B 

Learning Sequence 

Learning Activity (what) Procedure (how) Time 

Introduction/Motivation (Anticipatory Set, Focus Attention, Give Objectives, Goal Structure) 
Put students in small groups to do a 
small puzzle. 

Before students begin the puzzle, ask them if it is easy to understand what 
the picture is.  Ask students why it is not easy to decipher the meaning of 
the picture.  Then give students time to assemble the puzzle.  Ask students 
if the picture is now easier to understand.  Ask students why it is easier to 
understand.  Ask students to compare the ease of understanding before 
and after assembly.  Guide students to the idea that the puzzle is easier to 
understand when assembled because it has been given organization and 
order. 

10 

Learning Activities (Input, Modeling, Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Indep. Practice) 

Minilesson on paragraph structure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Purpose for reading strategy 
application/review. 
 
 
Shared reading of Why Do Leaves 
Change Color? 
 
 
Students finish reading One Day in the 
Woods 

Using an example paragraph presented on the overhead projector, explain 
that good writers organize their writing into paragraphs.  A paragraph always 
has one idea, summarized in a topic sentence.  Paragraphs are indented.  
Each sentence contributes to the topic sentences and develops the idea.  
All ideas are related to the topic sentence.  A concluding sentence wraps up 
the paragraph and resummarizes the idea.  Emphasize the idea of 
organization as in the puzzle example. 
 
Introduce Why Do Leaves Change Color? to students.  Ask students to 
suggest a purpose for reading the book.  Also tell students that we will be 
looking for good paragraph development in the text of the book. 
 
Read through the book, stopping to point out particularly well developed 
paragraphs.  Have students identify main ideas, topic sentences, developing 
sentences, and concluding sentences. 
 
Students complete reading One Day in the Woods.  After completing their 
reading, students write their reaction and some content ideas they learned 
from the book.  Students also update their KWL charts to reflect their 
learning progress. 
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Closure (Review, Check for Understanding, Future Forecast, Transition) 

Ask several students to tell a part of a 
good paragraph. 
 
Tell students that we will be learning 
about a different kind of forest tomorrow. 
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1 



Post-Instructional Planning 

How will I evaluate student’s performance? (Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Independent Practice): 
Could students identify different kinds of sentences within a paragraph?  Was the paragraph concept clear?  Check KWL charts 
and learning logs for progress. 
 


