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Preliminary Planning 
Pre-Assessment: KWL 
Objectives: Students will apply prereading strategies to Be A Friend to Trees. 

Students will create similes and metaphors using content ideas. 
Individual Modifications: Jonathan and Katy will be strategically positioned during learning activities to accommodate their 

special needs.  Katy will receive large print copies of learning materials. 
Materials: Patricia Lauber’s Be A Friend to Trees. 

Learning logs 
Large sheets of paper 

Content Standards: 1.1.5 A, 1.1.5 D, 1.5.5 B 

Learning Sequence 

Learning Activity (what) Procedure (how) Time 

Introduction/Motivation (Anticipatory Set, Focus Attention, Give Objectives, Goal Structure) 
Assemble students in small groups and 
brainstorm. 
 
Share brainstorming ideas. 

Within small groups, students brainstorm a list of things good friends do for 
each other.  One member of the group records all responses.  
 
Students share their group’s ideas.  Teacher records a few of each group’s 
ideas on the board. 
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Learning Activities (Input, Modeling, Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Indep. Practice) 

Introduce Be A Friend to Trees.   
 
Establish a purpose for reading. 
 
Groups quietly read story aloud. 
 
Quickly review characteristics of 
figurative language, similes, metaphors. 
 
Students create figurative language 
comparisons of friends and trees. 
 
 
 
 
Students update KWL charts. 

Students use prereading strategies to familiarize themselves with the book. 
 
Ask students to read critically today to find ways that trees are like friends. 
 
 
 
Remind students that figurative language is vivid and brings ideas to life.  
Similes use like or as, metaphors use a linking verb. 
 
Students write their figurative language comparisons on large sheets of 
paper.  Students sketch out a rough illustration of their comparison if 
appropriate.  Students may color their work for homework if they wish.  
Facilitate groups who are having trouble coming up with comparisons.  
Refer them to the list of things friends do on the board to get them started. 
 
Students have been covering much content.  Students update KWL charts 
to reflect their learning progress. 
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Closure (Review, Check for Understanding, Future Forecast, Transition) 

Share figurative language.   
 
 
Tell students that tomorrow we will be 
experiencing some nature first hand to 
gather details for a writing project. 

Each group shares their figurative language comparisons.  Groups identify 
them as similes or metaphors. 
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Post-Instructional Planning 

How will I evaluate student’s performance? (Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Independent Practice): 
Student’s figurative language posters.  KWL charts. 
 


