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Preliminary Planning 
Pre-Assessment: KWL 
Objectives: Students will identify the purpose for using a field guide. 

Students will observe a natural setting to prepare for writing. 
Students will record notes from observations. 
Students will explain each step of the writing process with prompting. 

Individual Modifications: Jonathan and Katy will be strategically positioned during learning activities to accommodate their 
special needs.  Katy will receive large print copies of learning materials. 

Materials: Field guide to trees 
Learning logs 

Content Standards: 1.1.5 A, 1.1.5 D, 1.1.5 F, 1.5.5 B 

Learning Sequence 

Learning Activity (what) Procedure (how) Time 

Introduction/Motivation (Anticipatory Set, Focus Attention, Give Objectives, Goal Structure) 
Tell students that we’ll be doing some 
observing today. 

Explain that we’ve been reading and learning about the forest, and today 
we’ll have a chance to see some of what we’ve been learning about in a 
real setting. 

1 

Learning Activities (Input, Modeling, Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Indep. Practice) 

Introduce a field guide. 
 
 
Establish ground rules for observation 
walk. 
 
 
 
Go on a observation walk around 
campus. 
 
 
 
Return to classroom.  Students record 
observations and questions in their 
learning log. 
 
Minilesson on the writing process. 

Allow students to page through the field guides.  Ask students to make 
comments on the guide.  Ask what the purpose of using this book would be. 
 
Tell students that everyone must stay with the group.  Students will not be 
disruptive or bother other classes.  Students will use their senses to 
experience the environment and will think about what they are experiencing.  
Students should be prepared to record their observations. 
 
Take students outside on campus to see various trees and plants.  Students 
use the field guides to identify the trees.  Make comments on the parts of 
the trees, what the trees are doing for the environment, and what we are 
doing to effect the trees.  Answer any student’s questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
Tell students that we will be doing some writing based on their experiences 
and observations today.  Explain that all good writing goes through a 
process.  Explain each step in the process, noting that we started the 
prewriting process today.  Explain prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and 
publishing.  Tell what happens in each step. 

10 
 
 
5 
 
 
 
 
30 
 
 
 
 
15 
 
 
 
15 

Closure (Review, Check for Understanding, Future Forecast, Transition) 

Ask students to give some explanation 
of what happens in each step of the 
writing process when prompted. 
 
Tell students that tomorrow we will be 
starting the writing process using 
today’s experience. 
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Post-Instructional Planning 

How will I evaluate student’s performance? (Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Independent Practice): 
Student explanations of writing process.  Student responses for purpose of field guide.  Quality of observations. 
 


