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Preliminary Planning 
Pre-Assessment: KWL 
Objectives: Students will orally share observations from observation hike. 

Students will participate in a shared writing experience that develops a good paragraph. 
Students will write a paragraph about process writing in their learning log. 

Individual Modifications: Jonathan and Katy will be strategically positioned during learning activities to accommodate their 
special needs.  Katy will receive large print copies of learning materials. 

Materials: Learning logs 
Content Standards: 1.1.5 A, 1.1.5 D, 1.1.5 F, 1.5.5 B 

Learning Sequence 

Learning Activity (what) Procedure (how) Time 

Introduction/Motivation (Anticipatory Set, Focus Attention, Give Objectives, Goal Structure) 
Sharing from previous day’s lesson. Students share their observations from previous day’s hike from their 

learning logs.  Discuss observations aloud. 
10 

Learning Activities (Input, Modeling, Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Indep. Practice) 

From the shared observations, ask 
students what a good topic for a 
paragraph might be. 
 
Shared drafting of class paragraph. 
 
 
 
Review steps in process writing 
 
 
Revision, editing, publishing 
 
 
 
 
Independent writing 

From suggestions, democratically choose a topic for a class paragraph.  
Write the topic prominently on the board.  Have students tell what they know 
about the topic and list these, too. 
 
Class members volunteer to write various sentences in the paragraph.  As 
students write sentences, guide them toward unity of ideas and 
cohesiveness.  Allow students to make mistakes. 
 
Ask students what steps in process writing they just completed:  Prewriting 
& Drafting.  Ask what the rest of the steps are in the process. 
 
Now model revision and editing using a think aloud.  Students make 
appropriate changes to the class paragraph.  Ask students for suggestions 
for publishing if the paragraph were to be shared.  Do a final reading of 
class paragraph and ask students if it is better than the original product. 
 
Students write a paragraph about process writing using good form in their 
learning logs for practice and reinforcement. 

10 
 
 
 
15 
 
 
5 
 
 
10 
 
 
 
 
 
20 

Closure (Review, Check for Understanding, Future Forecast, Transition) 

Ask students to evaluate the nature hike 
paragraph.  
 
 
 
 
Tell students that tomorrow we will 
begin our unit project with a story and 
tell them that they will become a 
character in the story and be faced with 
an important decision. 

Did prewriting make it easier to write a paragraph? 
Did the structure of a good paragraph make our writing clearer? 
Did process writing steps help to make sure our writing was the best it could 
be? 
Did our paragraph contain a topic sentence? Good details?  A closing? 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

Post-Instructional Planning 

How will I evaluate student’s performance? (Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Independent Practice): 
How well were students able to organize their ideas from their notes to structure a paragraph?  Were students able to compose 
topic, supporting, and concluding sentences?  Were students able to view their writing critically? 
 


