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Considerations for Students with Exceptionaliti es 
 
Simulated exceptional students: 
 

1. Jonathan 
 

Jonathan has a hearing impairment.  Jonathan makes use of a hearing aid but has 
diff iculty hearing in environments where much background noise is present.  In order to 
ensure that Jonathan can hear all i nstructions and will be able to participate fully, I will 
have a discussion with Jonathan and make it clear to him that he has permission to move 
around in the classroom and find a different seat whenever he cannot hear me or another 
student speaking.  Jonathan’s desk is also located at the front of the classroom nearest to 
the blackboard where I will usually give my instruction.  A final arrangement made with 
Jonathan to allow his full participation is that he is paired with a good friend in the class 
who may repeat anything that Jonathan did not hear the first time.  These arrangements 
should ensure that Jonathan is able to participate fully and will not miss any opportunities 
for learning due to his disabilit y. 

 
2. Katy 

 
Katy has a visual impairment.  In conference with Katy’s parents, they revealed that she 
is legally blind in one eye, but can see with the aid of glasses.  Katy cannot see the board 
from the back of the room and sometimes has diff iculty reading from textbooks and 
reproduced worksheets at normal size.  To accommodate Katy’s disabilit y, she has been 
placed near the center of the room so that she is closer the blackboard and displays where 
instruction will t ake place.  She has told me that she can see much better from this seat.  I 
have ordered large print copies of several of the books we will be using in class, and for 
those books and worksheets that I cannot order large print editions, I will reproduce 
enlarged copies using a photocopier to allow Katy to see and participate fully with these 
support systems in place. 


