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“ Explor ing how trees and forests are important”  

 
Rationale 

 
 The “Exploring how trees and forests are important”  thematic unit focuses on the 

role of trees and forests in the natural world.  The unit is designed for a 4th grade 

classroom.  The unit will explore a student’s relationship with the forest environment, 

emphasizing how the student affects the natural world and how the natural world affects 

the student reciprocally.  This theme is important to fourth grade students because 

children at this level are curious about the world around them and can begin to 

understand the complex relationship that humans have with the earth.  Explorations of 

this theme will be in the context of various subject areas, including ecology, language 

arts, and reading. 



Key Concepts 
 

• Students will recognize the products and benefits provided by the forest in their 
daily li ves. 

• Students will understand how their decisions may effect the environment. 
• Students will recognize the interrelatedness of mankind and the natural 

environment. 
 
 
Reading, writing, speaking and listening standards addressed: 
 

1.1.5 A Before reading establish the purpose for reading a type of text. 
1.1.5 D Identify the basic ideas and facts in text using strategies such as prior 

knowledge, ill ustrations and headings, and information from other sources 
to make predictions about text. 

1.1.5 F Identify, understand the meaning of and use correctly key vocabulary from 
various subject areas. 

1.3.5 C Describe how the author uses literary devices to convey meaning. 
1.3.5 F Reading and respond to nonfiction and fiction. 
1.4.5 B Write multi -paragraph informational pieces such as descriptions, letters, 

reports, instructions and essays. 
1.5.5 B Write using well -developed content appropriate for the topic.  Gather, 

organize and select the most effective information.  Write paragraphs that 
have a topic sentence and supporting details. 

 
 
 
Proposed ecology content standards addressed: 
 

4.2.4  A Identify the needs of people.  Explain air, water, nutrient cycles.  Identify 
how the environment provides for the needs of people. 

4.2.4  C Know that some natural resources have limited li fe spans.  Identify various 
means of conserving resources.  Identify renewable and nonrenewable 
resources in the local community. 

4.3.4  A Know that plants, animals, and humans are dependent on air and water.  
Know that organisms need air and water to survive. 

4.3.4  C Understand that elements of natural systems are interdependent.  Identify 
organisms that li ve together in an ecosystem. 

4.6.4  A Understand that living things are dependent on nonliving things in the 
environment for survival.  Identify basic needs of a plant and explain how 
these needs are met.  Identify environmental variables that affect plant 
growth. 

4.6.4  B Understand the concept of cycles.  Explain the carbon dioxide/oxygen cycle 
(photosynthesis). 

4.8.4  C Explain how human activities may change the environment.  Identify 
everyday human activities and how they affect the natural environment. 



4.8.4  D Know the importance of natural resources in daily li fe.  Identify items in 
daily li fe that come from natural resources.  Identify ways to conserve 
natural resources. 

  
 



Language Arts Skill s and Strategies 
 

1. Establishing a purpose for reading 
2. Using “prereading thinking” to enhance identification of basic ideas and 

facts in a text and make predictions.  
3. Identify and compare the use of f igurative language in text. 
4. Using paragraphs effectively in writing, including topic sentences and 

supporting details. 
5. Gathering and organizing content information for writing. 

 



Unit Overview 
 
Language Arts Activities 
 
Day Instructional Activities Concepts 
1 Introductory activity:  Silverstein’s 

The Giving Tree.  Students create 
KWL charts in their unit learning 
log. 

Stimulate student interest and thinking.  
KWL and learning logs will show learning 
progress to both student and teacher. 

2 Minilesson on different purposes 
for reading.  Begin George’s One 
Day in the Woods. 

Purposes for reading. 

3 Minilesson prereading strategies.  
Make predictions using strategies 
and continue One Day in the 
Woods 

Prereading strategies. 

4 Minilesson on similes and 
metaphors.  Identify figures of 
speech in One Day in the Woods 
text read so far.  Continue reading.  
Create figures of speech. 

Figurative language. 

5 Minilesson on paragraph topic and 
supporting sentences.  Read Why 
Do Leaves Change color.  
Worksheet on paragraph analysis.  
Finish reading One Day in the 
Woods. 

Paragraph concepts.  Forest theme content 
knowledge. 

6 Discuss purpose, prereading 
strategies for nonfiction.  Read The 
Amazing Rainforest.  Review 
paragraph concepts. 

Review purpose, prereading, paragraph 
concepts.  Forest theme content knowledge. 

7 Read Be a Friend to Trees.  Write 
tree metaphors and similes. 

Forest theme content.  Writing figurative 
language. 

8 Nature walk around school campus 
to observe and identify trees.  
Students use a field guide to learn 
about trees.  Minilesson on steps in 
process writing. 

Purpose for reading.  Process writing. 

9 Use prewriting and drafting steps to 
write a class paragraph about nature 
walk.  Brainstorm ideas for a 
paragraph about the nature walk.  
Write class paragraph together.   

Model for writing project.  Paragraph 
concepts. 

10 Read The Great Kapok Tree to 
class.  Introduce writing project.  
Students do prewriting steps. 

Process writing 



11 Students complete prewriting and 
organize their evidence.  Begin 
drafting. 

Process writing.  Paragraphs. 

12 Continue drafting.  
13 Minilesson on 

revision/proofreading.  As a class, 
revise/proofread class paragraph. 

Process writing.  Parapgraphs. 

14. Students revise/proofread in small 
groups using revision/editing 
checklists. 

Process writing. 

15. Minilesson on publishing.  Students 
use computers to publish their 
writing. 

Process writing. 

16 Culminating activity:  class debate.  
Students are split i nto two different 
groups based on their responses.  
Sharing within the groups.  Each 
group member present parts of their 
paper to support their stance.  
Students complete KWL chart to 
show learning. 

Speaking, li stening 

 
Explicit Vocabulary Activities (vocabulary is also dealt with informally in teachable 
moments and when encountered in reading) 
 
Day Activity 
5 Word sorting 
7 Word chaining 
 
 
Science Activities 
 
Day Science Concept 
1 Renewable/Nonrenewable resources 
2 Kinds of trees 
3 Parts of trees 
4 Yearly li fe cycle of a tree 
5 Layers of the forest 
6 Photosynthesis 
7 Conservation 
 



Learning Centers 
 
Learning centers will be used when students finish reading early, when they have 
completed their daily assignments before the rest of the class, or when there is other 
downtime in the classroom while the teacher is busy with other students. 
 
Title Concepts 
Paragraph Detective Paragraph structure and content 
Language Artist Figurative language 
Why do we read? Purposes for reading 
Listening Center Forest content using a challenging nonfiction book, 

li stening skill s 
 
 
 


