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Preliminary Planning 
Pre-Assessment: Tree Pretest 
Objectives: 1. Students will complete a personal KWL chart with at least 3 facts and 3 questions about 

trees or forests. 
2. Students will listen attentively to a story based on a tree. 

Individual Modifications: Jon will need reading support during the pretest.  He will raise his hand to indicate that he needs help 
with a sentence. 
Jane will receive large-print copies of all worksheets.  Jane will sit in the front of the reading circle to 
see the book. 

Materials: “The Tree in the Wood” by Christopher Manson 
KWL chart for each student 
Flip chart and easel 

  

Learning Sequence 

Learning Activity (what) Procedure (how) Time 

Introduction/Motivation (Anticipatory Set, Focus Attention, Give Objectives, Goal Structure) 
Ask students questions about the forest. 
 
 
 
Read “The Tree in the Wood” 

Ask: 
“Has anyone ever visited a forest?” 
“What did you see in the forest?” 
“What did you hear in the forest?” 
This book is cumulative - students can repeat the verses from previous 
pages as the book progresses. 

3 min 
 
 
 
6 min 

Learning Activities (Input, Modeling, Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Indep. Practice) 

Students complete pretest. 
 
 
 
Correct pretest. 
 
 
Introduce KWL chart. 
 
 
Students write 3 facts in the K column, 
and 3 questions in the W column. 
As a class, fill out the K and W columns 
on a large KWL flip chart. 

Ask a paper-passer to give a pretest to each student.  Read the directions 
with students.  If a student has a question or needs help with a word, raise 
their hand.  When done, think about what they might like to learn about 
trees. 
Read the answers slowly.  Student correct their own papers.  Students will 
have questions about wrong answers.  Tell them to keep these questions in 
mind or write them on their test, but don’t answer them. 
Have a paper-passer hand a copy of the KWL chart to each student.  
Explain the three columns:  Know, Wonder, Learn.  Tell them that this sheet 
will help them track what they’re learning in this unit. 
Circulate among students.  Help those students who are having trouble.  
Refer them back to their pretest if they are out of ideas. 
Each student will contribute one idea (K or W) to the class KWL.  If duplicate 
ideas are given, ask for another idea from their list. 

7 min 
 
 
 
6 min 
 
 
2 min 
 
 
6 min 
 
7 min 

Closure (Review, Check for Understanding, Future Forecast, Transition) 

Read a few questions from the KWL. Try to focus on questions about the next lesson’s resource topic.  Tell 
students that as we proceed through the unit, they are to update the L 
column of the KWL.  If they have new questions, these can be written as 
well. 

3 min 

Post-Instructional Planning 

How will I evaluate student’s performance? (Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Independent Practice): 
Student’s ability to complete Individual KWL charts.  Use the pretest as an indicator of previous knowledge to adjust instruction to 
the class level. 
Self-evaluation: 
 
Follow-up to the Lesson: 
The KWL chart will be referred to and used throughout the entire unit.  Each question on the pretest will be addressed in the unit 
as well. 
 



 


