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Preliminary Planning 
Pre-Assessment: Pretest from introductory lesson, KWL charts 
Objectives: 1. Using leaf and needle rubbings, students will list the characteristics of coniferous and deciduous 

trees with no more than 1 mistake. 
 

Individual Modifications: None necessary 
Materials: Samples of leaves and needles from common neighborhood coniferous and deciduous trees 

Several sheets of paper for each student 
Crayons 

  

Learning Sequence 

Learning Activity (what) Procedure (how) Time 

Introduction/Motivation (Anticipatory Set, Focus Attention, Give Objectives, Goal Structure) 
Review worksheet from previous lesson 
 
 
Transition to new learning activities 

Ask students to get out their homework sheets.  Ask two students to read 
the definitions of renewable and nonrenewable resources.  Allow students 
to give answers.  Discuss any incorrect responses.  Collect homework. 
Ask students if trees are renewable resources.  Then ask students if all 
trees are alike.  Ask students to describe the different kinds of trees they 
see and what make the trees different. 

5 
 
 
3 

Learning Activities (Input, Modeling, Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Indep. Practice) 

List characteristics of 
deciduous/coniferous trees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leaf rubbing activity 

Hold up a sample for all students to see.  Ask students to describe the 
sample and write their descriptions on the board in a column.  Hold up other 
samples.  Write their descriptions in new columns on the board.  Ask 
students to compare and contrast the descriptions.  Lead students to see 
that some of the samples have broad, green leaves that will fall off in the 
winter.  Other samples have small needles that stay on the tree year round.  
Identify the samples as coniferous or deciduous.  Write these terms on the 
board and list their characteristics. 
Demonstrate a leaf rubbing so that all students can see how rubbing the 
crayon over the sample creates a distinctive pattern.  Ask a paper passer to 
give each student 2 pieces of paper.  Ask another student to distribute 
crayons to students.  Personally distribute leaf and needle samples to each 
table.  Instruct students to mark one paper “deciduous” and another 
“coniferous.”  Students make rubbings from each kind of tree on the 
appropriate sheet.  Students should also write the characteristics of each 
kind of tree on their sheet. 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 

Closure (Review, Check for Understanding, Future Forecast, Transition) 

Ask students what kinds of trees they 
know are coniferous and deciduous. 
 
Assign homework. 

Make sure students make the distinction between the two kinds of trees. 
 
 
Ask students to classify a few trees on the way home from school as 
deciduous or coniferous.  Students should write their observations on a 
sheet of paper to turn in tomorrow. 

5 
 
 
2 

Post-Instructional Planning 

How will I evaluate student’s performance? (Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Independent Practice): 
Check students understanding as they select specimens to transfer to their rubbings.  Also note student ability to differentiate 
between trees during closure. 
Self-evaluation: 
 
Follow-up to the Lesson: 
Students will present their home observations at the beginning of the next lesson.  Students will learn the parts common to both 
kinds of trees. 



 


