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Preliminary Planning 
Pre-Assessment: Pretest in introductory lesson 
Objectives: 1. Students will brainstorm ideas of how the forest affects their lives.  The class will then decide as 

a group which effects are most important and list these ideas on a large poster. 
2. Using evidence from previous lessons, students will evaluate how forest conservation impacts 

their lives and the health of the environment. 
Individual Modifications:  
Materials: “The Giving Tree” by Shel Silverstein 

Flip chart and easel 
Markers 

  

Learning Sequence 

Learning Activity (what) Procedure (how) Time 

Introduction/Motivation (Anticipatory Set, Focus Attention, Give Objectives, Goal Structure) 
Review Forest Layers homework. 
 
Read “The Giving Tree.” 

Ask students to get out their Forest Layers homework.  Ask students to 
share answers.  Ask students to describe each layer as the answer is given. 
Have students form a reading circle.  Read the story.  After the story, ask 
the students what the tree gave the boy.  Ask if the tree was an important 
part of his life. 
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Learning Activities (Input, Modeling, Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Indep. Practice) 

Brainstorming session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sharing session 
 
Evaluation of ideas 
 

Break the class into small groups of no more than 4 students.  Choose a 
student from each group to be the secretary.  Review the rules of 
brainstorming (no ideas are wrong, everything gets written down, as many 
ideas as possible in a short time).  Tell students to brainstorm about how the 
forest is important to their lives and write these ideas down.  Some groups 
may need hints such as products that come from the forest, how the forest 
impacts our environment, etc. 
Each group shares their ideas with the class.  As a group, select some of 
the best ideas from the list to add to a class list on a flip chart. 
Ask students, based on the ideas and concepts learned, to evaluate 
whether protecting our forests is important.  Each person in the group 
should state their opinion and give a fact to back it up. 
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7 
 
5 

Closure (Review, Check for Understanding, Future Forecast, Transition) 

Remind students that everyone will have 
a different opinion on conservation.  Ask 
students to continue thinking about the 
importance of forests, because 
tomorrow we will be starting a writing 
project about a world without forests. 

 2 

Post-Instructional Planning 

How will I evaluate student’s performance? (Checking for Understanding, Guided Practice, Independent Practice): 
Brainstorming behavior, each students’ evaluation of the importance of the forest 
Self-evaluation: 
 
Follow-up to the Lesson: 
The list generated today will be posted tomorrow for use as students begin their writing projects. 
 


